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SPARE PARTS: Available to paid-up members only.
Note that our spares officers, like all members of the committee, are volunteers working on Club tasks in
their spare time. Where possible, we aim to send spares within 3-4 working days. Please be considerate
and telephone between 18:00 - 21:00 hours UK time (Bob Hobbs not Sundays unless urgent).
Please Note that there is a similarly-named company, selling Roadster and other spares. To avoid error, please use
the contact phone and email details shown in this magazine.
BRAKES, STEERING, BACK AXLE, SUSPENSION
ELECTRICAL, ENGINE AND EVERYTHING ELSE

Chris Hewitt
Bob Hobbs

Always supply SAE when necessary. Cheques to be made payable to TROC Ltd.

Are you changing address in the near future? Please tell us! Email, write, or phone
between 6 and 9pm, to Roger Stone, membership secretary.
The Club Accounts and notes from the AGM are published in the April Globe each year. Members wishing to have a copy of the full Minutes of
the meeting should contact the Editor; they are available free of charge.
The views expressed in The Globe are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the editor, nor those of the Triumph Razoredge Owners
Club Ltd. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of technical advice and information, such advice is heeded entirely at the member’s
own risk and neither the Club nor any individual shall be in any way liable for injury, loss or damage resulting directly or indirectly from
reliance on such advice or information. Triumph artwork reproduced by permission of British Motor Industry Heritage Trust. “THE GLOBE"
is the official newsletter of TROC LTD.
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EDITORIAL
Dear Members,
My personal thanks to those members who have recognised my plight in having little to write about,
during this strange time of suspended animation. Inside this edition you will find some of the
contributions which have been sent in to fill the gap - our members really are a thoughtful bunch, and it is
very much appreciated. Some has even been carried over to August, but please keep it coming! Any
ideas, observations, plans for meetings, Razoredge-spotting in old photographs (see page 28), or bits of
family history involving our cars, will all be welcome. In the next issue, to make up for the lack of a real
rally, I intend to do a review of the various locations TROC has visited for our annual rallies in the fortyfive years of our existence, so memories of your first rally or other rally stories will be eagerly received.
The coronavirus restrictions appear to have us edging rather nervously back towards more normal life.
Certainly, traffic on the roads is busier again. However, the virus is still out there, and we still have no
cure for those who catch it, and no vaccine yet which can prevent us from catching it. I urge all our
members to stay alert, save lives. Many of us are getting on in years, and it is clear now that we are more
vulnerable to serious complications and death, than the young. (I am glad it’s that way round. If it had
been children who had been most vulnerable, what a terrible time we’d be going through. Let’s be
grateful for that mercy.)
The implications for our membership subscriptions, however, are still unclear. Many of us are pensioners,
and our income has continued reliably. Many of you have already paid your subs, and we are very
grateful for that. For others, the consequences have been unpredictable, and remain so. My younger
daughter is a sculptor, and works alone in her workshop, so at first she expected to be able to continue
almost unaffected. Then we realised that every one of the galleries and gardens where she exhibits her
work, were all closing! Springtime is her busiest period for sales, and she has lost the 2020 season
completely. It looked disastrous. However, with everyone stuck at home with nothing to do, her website
started generating more commissions, and past customers began phoning up with requests. Some of the
galleries created online exhibitions, and contacted her for pieces. Eventually, it turns out not to have been
so bad after all. Other people will have experienced the swings and roundabouts differently, but one thing
is common: it has been very difficult to know what’s coming next. We are therefore inviting your subs
now if you’re secure, but extending our period of not-requesting-subs until August for those whose
situation is unclear; details are on the next page.
How can we as a Club, make up for our lost Rally? Suggestions are explored on page 42 .
_____________________________________________________________________________ Editor
We welcome new members:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our cover pictures for this issue:
Front – A dapper young man in 1964, cool in his shades, proud of the classic car he has just bought. See
page 37 for his story, and the current whereabouts of the car.
Rear – A Coventry Lament: our member David Stansfield is well-placed to feel this so keenly, for he
lives just a stone’s throw from the old Banner Lane site.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2020: THE NEXT STEPS
The Committee has been discussing the best way to manage the club’s membership renewal for 2020, in
the light of the consequences of the coronavirus restrictions. Our aim is that in the long run, when
restrictions are eventually lifted and the economy is (hopefully) recovering, we are in the best position to
be able to continue to support our membership in the use and maintenance of the cars, and pursue the
other aims of the Club.
The difficulty is in knowing how long this is likely to take, and how many of our members are worried by
income and job uncertainties.
We decided in April not to ask for membership renewals at the usual time, May 1st. Those members who
wished to renew normally were welcome to do so; and I can tell you now that over half our members
did. The Club is therefore still in a good position financially, and we can afford to show consideration
towards any members whose position is uncertain.
What we have now decided is:
•
•

•

For any members who have already paid their 2020-2021 subscription: thank you very
much; your receipt is included with this edition.
For any members who are confident your financial situation is not threatened, and who have
not yet paid: please complete the attached form, and send your membership fee by the
method of your choice (see form for details).
For our remaining members, who have not yet paid your membership renewal at this stage
and whose financial situation is unclear, we shall continue to ‘wait and see,’ and by the August
Globe we shall hope to be able to arrange membership renewal from a position of greater
understanding; OR if there is still doubt or disadvantage, we shall waive your membership fee for
2020-2021 completely. And: we wish you all the very best in getting through this.

The important thing is that we are determined not to lose members because of problems caused by
the coronavirus outbreak.
There is no change in the membership fees this year: for those who prefer a printed and posted newsletter,
it is £30 in the UK, or £35 overseas; for those who prefer an email attachment newsletter it is £20 worldwide.
In the February issue we began a discussion of how best to reorganise our spares, and our organisation, to
meet the needs of the years ahead. This discussion process is also ‘on hold’ but the appeal for help,
opposite, is a part of the process.

CURRENT SPARES OPERATIONS ARE STILL SUSPENDED (mostly)
We regret to say that the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus social distancing rules force us to
suspend our Club spares operations until further notice.
We fully realise this is extremely disappointing. Just when many members might have time on their
hands, and be able to take on projects on the cars, we are unable (for the most part) to supply you with
parts you might need.
The reasons are that our normal parcel delivery services are not making collections from private
addresses, and both our spares holders are in vulnerable groups and must avoid all non-essential outings
including visits to the post office.
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You are still welcome to contact Bob Hobbs or Chris Hewitt and discuss your needs. Some small items
might still be able to be sent, and it may be that we can find volunteers or make other arrangements to get
parcels collected or taken to the depot. If we are aware of your needs, then when restrictions are lifted, we
shall be ready to take what actions are possible. We shall make individual arrangements depending on the
items concerned, and the spares officers will arrange when payment will be requested, on a case-by-case
basis.
We are still a long way from knowing how the raising of restrictions for vulnerable groups will be
arranged, and what will become possible on what dates. We’ll clarify the situation as soon as there is any
news - hopefully in the next edition.

We thank all members for your patience and understanding. We are doing all we
can, and will continue to do so as the coronavirus emergency continues.
____________________________________________________
TROC IS GOING TO NEED HELP - might YOU be in a position to do it?
For the reorganisation of our spares holdings, the Club is in need of storage space and people who can
assist with the despatch of spare parts to members who need them for their cars.
We can’t afford to pay commercial rental rates. Although the Club has built up a healthy balance during
the forty-five years of its existence, this has come about because we have been working as a team of
volunteers, offering garage space, and our time and services, for free. If the Club had to pay normal
commercial rental rates for the amount of space involved - there are currently three lock-up garages, one
large wall in a garage fully shelved-out and packed with small parts, and one large shed with Dexion
shelving for large and small items ranging from whole engines, gearboxes, transmissions and so forth,
down to spark plugs and washers - then our present healthy balance would rapidly be eroded and the
operation would cease to be viable.
At this stage, we are exploring our options.
We have had two notable offers from members to assist already, which might take us part-way to a
solution. We have some limited funds which could be used to invest in construction or extension of
storage spaces. We have ideas and guidance from other Clubs which face the same challenges; we also,
sadly, have the examples of some other clubs which have tried different routes and have come to grief.
In an ideal world, we’ll now be approached by someone centrally-placed in the UK, who has a passion for
old cars and a huge concrete barn, not far off main-road access, who will offer us space for all our present
spares, where a team of local volunteers will share the parcelling and despatch of our spares, and the Club
will even be able to buy up some of the long-laid-up and derelict cars currently on the market, to keep
preserved for restoration or to break up for spares to keep the rest of us running. What a dream!
If it were possible, I can even imagine that such a place would be shared by other marque clubs, and
would become a nostalgia-showroom which could charge for visitor entry. Wouldn’t YOU be prepared to
pay a pound or two to stroll around a collection of wonderful old cars, in varying stages of survival,
disrepair and decay? Take your young son or grandson along to marvel… Perhaps be inspired to adopt
one and join the restoration enthusiasts? It would be a combination of museum, storage, and saleroom for
classics. Car SOS and Bangers for Cash show that there is a great level of interest from the wider public.
Come along, Chris Evans! Surely this is too good an idea to ignore?
Sinking slowly back down to earth, and withdrawing our heads from the clouds - if you have other ideas
to help, or you might be in a position to offer the Club space or time, do please contact the Editor at
editor@TROCltd.com . The Committee, when we can meet again, will be wrestling with this.
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HOW TO RECOGNISE A RAZOREDGE: REACHING FOR THE MAGNIFIER
When is a Razoredge not a Razoredge? When you’re looking through old photographs or film archive
footage and you think you’ve spotted one, but… is it really?
Since we are - at the time of writing - still stuck at home with plenty of time for looking through old
photos, it seemed a good idea to create a guide to the various look-alike cars from the mid-thirties and
forties which are easily confused with the Razoredge. The often-grainy, low-resolution images in old
photographs and film are of course a large part of the problem; but our aim here is to pick out the defining
differences which help ‘disambiguate’ (in the clumsy modern parlance of Wikipedia) our cars.
For example: this lovely Lanchester 11 Saloon from 1938.
From the back, it is obviously very dissimilar; but if you
only had the front view seen below - could you be fooled?

The date of this car, a London registration,
is March 1938. Our Razoredge was
deliberately ‘retro’ styled: the aim was to
make a ‘proper’-looking car for drivers who
disliked the streamlined globular lumps
which were the futuristic look in the brave
new post-war world. Unfortunately the streamlined look quickly became normal to 1950s eyes, and our
Razoredge styling, instead of being a mark of propriety and distinction, by 1953-54 was just old-fashioned
- literally “square,” as teenagers of the day labelled anything from the earlier age.
You know the feeling, and the frustration:
an interesting old picture with cars – but is
that REALLY a Razoredge? This photo of
a mid-sixties street scene has a Vauxhall
estate car unhelpfully registered with the
letters VAN, but that doesn’t fool us for
long. Behind it however is a car which we
might well have thought was a Razoredge,
if the bonnet had been down. The wings
are right, the corners of the windscreen are
nice and square, and the position and
proportions of the headlamps (are they too
small?) and sidelights look near enough
correct. The radiator grille doesn’t appear
to have the centre bar clearly enough
defined, but that could be a trick of the
light. The colour could be Cotman Grey. The registration, JUL 532, is from 1948, LCC, so even the date
could be correct provided it is a TD model. It is only the bonnet, in a single piece hinged at the rear,
which makes this definitely wrong.
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Here we have a nice collection of lookalikes from our member Pat Saunders, whose TDB is the second car
in the front row. The nearest car is very rare, and well worth a mention: an Autovia, made by Riley,
which we wrote more about in the April 2019 Globe;
and in background some other candidates. In the
second row of cars, over by the Leylandii monsterhedge, the pale grey KAL 876 immediately behind Pat’s
Razoredge is a 1948 Rover P3, and the give-away
features, as with the Autavia, are the lack of a quarterlight on the driver’s window and the rather ugly
downcurve of the roof at the back. Another key feature
is the uncompromising square-corner at the edge of the
Razoredge windscreen, and the very slender door pillars
- many of the similar-looking models have a more
rounded windscreen corners and thicker pillars, as in the
1938 Bentley seen here. In the top picture, there is
another identical P3 a couple of cars further along that
row at the back.
On the far side of Pat’s car is a soft-top, but if it were
the saloon version it would be another potential cause of confusion: this is the 1949 Alvis TA14. The
bonnet and wings are a little lower, more sleek and sporty than the Renown’s upright looks.
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This is a 1947 Lea Francis. (Picture courtesy of Klaus Wasserman in Vintage and Classic Saloon Cars on
Facebook.) Note the lifted edge of the front wing, where the Razoredge tucks right down behind the
bumper. Also, the rounded corners of the windscreen, and the front wings don’t curve into the runningboards as ours do; and the whole of the rear of the car, of course, is easily distinguished - but you can’t
always see that clearly. Place a hand over the back of the car, and imagine you had just glimpsed the
image - would your ‘Razoredge radar’ not be flashing?

Anything here? No - all Rovers. Picture from Pete Moss, Facebook.
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Our member Paul Collard found this on the ‘Enthusiasts of British Motor Vehicles built before 1985’
group webpage. We believe this is Regent Street, London, and the lone Razoredge is circled; but the very
similar appearance of the mass of other cars gives an idea how difficult spotting our cars can be.

Above, a seaside postcard from Broadstairs, Kent,
sent in some years ago by Lothar Klementz. The
enlargement picks out a definite Razoredge.
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Whilst we are peering at enlargements, what do you make of this glorious shot posted by Chris Burles in
New Zealand; looking across the Northern Motorway between the Auckland Harbour Bridge and the
Fanshawe Street terminus, taken in May 1960?
Photo by Dennis Wilford

It’s possible, but not certain. It is not the Jaguar
Mark IV, another plausible lookalike from the
front - because the
Jaguar rear
is raked at a
lower angle,
and the rear
window is
much more
oval.

That uncompromising square Razoredge boot is one of the easiest
identifying features, in a rear view. On this car, however: is that a
chrome strip around the window, or a trick of the bright sunlight?
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How about this one? It is a still picture captured from an early colour home movie, shot in Baslow near
Chatsworth in 1958. The movie shows lots of sequences of passing traffic including this possible
Razoredge at 2:18, registration possibly KTG or KTB 687. It looks like a TD or TDA. Note that there are
no over-riders. Are the windscreen corners too rounded, or is that just the fuzzy focus? KTB would be a
1948 Lancashire registration. The registration - if correct - is not in any of our available Club records, and
does not exist with the current DVLA database, so no hope of confirmation there.
The clip was posted on Facebook by Rod Bean, and we are grateful for his permission to use the screen
capture. If you wish to view it yourself - well worth a look, because it is a delightfully amateurish film,
and all the more realistic for that, full of period vehicles and the mood of the age - it can be found at:
https://www.facebook.com/rod.bean.9/videos/10156540979492982/UzpfSTgwMzU4MzAxMTo4MjMzN
TE1NzEzNTU2Mzk/ .
Another possible sighting, towards the end of the
same film, is here; but this is further in the distance,
and really is too indistinct to be sure of anything.
Interestingly, the only car that turns the heads of
pedestrians in the film is a collossal American
saloon - a Cadillac I believe - which appears about
4m 50sec through the clip.
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Another Coventry car with similarities of appearance is the Riley. The one seen here alongside a TDB
Razoredge is a 1954 1500, but many of the pre-war Rileys were more upright, and are more easily
mistaken for ours. Part of the difficulty here is the large range of Riley models - the 12, the 14, the 16 and
so on - you really have to be a Riley enthusiast to start recognising one from the other. All, however, have
curved corners to the windscreen. Riley were taken over by Nuffield in 1938, but retained more of their
own identity than some other British marques did when swallowed by larger conglomerates.
Yet another Coventry maker, also with a large variety of models, was Armstrong-Siddeley. A quick
selection of their products is enough to convince us we have
stumbled into a minefield:
Left, the 14HP, 1700cc, cost new in 1938 £330; picture courtesy of
Brightwells Auctions. One give-away: most Armstrongs of this era
have the leading edge of the front wings cut quite high, well above
the line of the bumper.
Most of the Armstrongs which are likely to be mistaken for our
Razoredges are pre-war cars like this one. By 1947-53, the models
exactly contemporary with the Razoredge, the Armstrong company
had been sold to Tommy Sopwith at Hawker Aviation, and the
styling moved rather uneasily into post-war curves: the Lancaster,
Typhoon, Hurricane and Whitley
models perhaps giving some idea of
how car design can fall between two
stools - neither quite classic and
elegant, nor streamlined and modern.

Above, the Armstrong Siddeley Typhoon, and on the right, the Lancaster - courtesy Wikipedia Commons.
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The ultimate Armstrong Siddeley: a 1935 Special, a 5-litre straight
six here being sold by H&H auctioneers at Duxford in 2017 for
£23,062 despite being only “apparently complete” and “will require
recommissioning prior to road use.”
All models after 1933 had the Whiting pre-selector gearchange, and
most had automatic jacking.
By now you should have no difficulty identifying the Razoredge and
rejecting the two lookalikes.
This is York market,
photographed in 1951, an
image found by member Irving
Dalton. This car, FDN 170, is
a TDB registered here in York
in August 1950. Notice that
the car does not have the
‘flaming torch’ radiator cap
introduced in September 1950,
so it is before TDB 3000. We
have no other record of it; Tom
Robinson did locate its
registration sheet in the York
archives, but the commission
number was illegible.

From ‘Images of England - York, the
second selection’ by Amanda Howard, reproduced by kind permission of the City of York Council (Library Services).

Finally, the car we are sometimes mistaken for - usually by youngsters - “Hey mister, is that a RollsRoyce?” - “No, laddie. THIS is a Rolls-Royce.”
This is newly on sale from the
Real Car Company in North
Wales, a snip at £46,500. It is a
1936 25/30 Barker sunroof
saloon.
Their cars are superbly
presented, and if you find
yourself curious to see more of
this magnificent beast including a whimsical test-drive
on film - pop along to
http://www.realcar.co.uk/viewcars/2412 .
We can all dream.
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MECHANICAL BREAKDOWN AND RESCUE
Our member Pat Saunders says:
“A few weekends before lockdown, I did a local club run and on the way home my clutch failed just a
mile or so from home. The rounded end on an operating rod sheared off leaving the split pin in the other
half. As I was at the roadside thinking my options, a 1920’s Rolls Royce came along. I didn’t know this
chap but he also lived not far away and offered a tow. Not with the Rolls, but his brand new Range Rover
which he came back with in 15mins.
“Fortunately I had a spare rod and I fixed the problem the next day. I would now say to all, check the wear
on this component as it is very exposed and relies on having a blob of grease. Mine was fairly oily but had
worn half way through before fatigue allowed the remaining thickness to break without warning.”
The offending linkage is in the centre of the picture, which
is taken from the driver’s side, looking down inside the
engine compartment. The bulbous grey bit is the end of
the starter-motor.
BOB HOBBS ADDS:
A general warning - there are quite a few points
indicated on the lubrication chart that was included in
the Driver’s Handbook. Failure to look after those points
will lead to their wear, and the clutch linkage is under
quite a large load when the pedal is fully depressed.
- Bob.
We do well to remember that we are operating these cars well beyond any reasonable expectation of their
lifetimes when built. A ten-year-old British car from the 1950s was getting a bit long in the tooth, and at
fifteen or twenty years, most were scrapped as being beyond economical repair. In those days a car with
100,000 miles on the clock was a remarkable thing. Therefore, maintaining the 1,000-mile lubrication
points is important.
A further cautionary point you might like to consider: I recently changed garages, and when the new
establishment was asked to do the 1,000-mile lubrication, I was told “Done them - or at least, all the ones
that are working.” He then showed me that several of the grease nipples were not accepting grease at all,
and presumably had not been doing so for some time. (I’m now arranging for the blocked nipples to be
replaced. Some seem to be different sizes. Goodness knows what’s been going on down there under the
car, where I never venture.) My point, however, is that the previous garage was meant to be a specialist
establishment with a good reputation for maintaining classic cars. Whenever I call there, they have Aston
Martins, Jensens, lovely old Austins and Rileys… so why had THEY not mentioned to me the bunged-up
lubrication nipples needing attention? It is worth making yourself into a ‘difficult customer,’ I suspect,
unless you are sure you have found a garage you can REALLY trust. Or, of course, do it yourself, if you
have the skills, the equipment and the practical ability. (That leaves me WELL out of it.)

GERMANY OUTLAWS SPEED CAMERA ALERTS
The new Road Traffic Regulation in Germany prohibits the use of devices that alert users to the locations
of fixed and mobile speed camera locations.
We recommend that you disable speed camera alerts before and while driving in Germany.
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OUR COVER STORY: THE LATE FRED FARRALL’S TDC 2374 DL, PKF 872
We have received this
from Mr Alan Boyle,
of Cheshire.
“My cousin Frederick
Farrall died recently
and I am the executor
of his will. Fred was a
member of your club in
1997 (no. 835) but I
don't think he
maintained his
membership. His bought his Renown in 1964 when it was 10 years old. He
was the fourth registered owner in the logbook although at least one of the
former owners was a dealer. I've attached the registration details from the
logbook.
The car is stored in Fred's dry garage but it is disassembled as he was in the
process of careful restoration. There is also a full service manual and a
photograph of the car when it was in mint condition, as attached. The car is
currently in Halton, near Liverpool.
Fred was a motor and motorbike enthusiast. He was also highly skilled and
made scale models of vintage aircraft from plans and raw materials, rather
than kits. He served his time as a butcher's apprentice then was one of the last people conscripted into the
armed forces in the UK. He joined the RAF. After his national service he worked for John Lewis as a
delivery driver until he retired in 1995.
In his retirement he enrolled in a local technical college and used the facilities there to begin the
restoration of his Renown. I found some photos taken during the restoration. The final one (restoration 5)
is outside his house and seems to be the return of the chassis from the workshop. Today, I saw what
remains first hand. It seems that the restoration didn't progress much after that. The photos are the best I
could manage in the confines of his garage and give you some idea of what there is. It seems to me, as a
complete stranger to both this car and the process of restoration, that it is mostly in bits and putting it back
together again looks like a formidable task. I assume that all the parts are there, as they were originally,
but I can't be sure.
Maybe one of your members may want to buy it as a set of spares, I don't know. The only other thought I
have is to donate it to a school or technical college if I could be assured that they would restore the car and
in the process some students would benefit as
well. But then I have to find such a
school/college...
I am contacting you to seek potential buyers for
the lot. I am not interested in selling bits and
pieces. If you know anyone who may be
interested then I would like to hear from them.
Thanks, Alan Boyle.”
Phone: 07801358235 or 01477 668153
Email: leannta@aol.com
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OUT AND ABOUT
Not many of us have been out and about much at all for a couple of months now, but our member
Bernhard Ruest in Switzerland has not been under the same coronavirus restrictions; so he has taken pity
on our immobility and shares these images.
His car is TD 409, and it is the second-oldest Razoredge in roadgoing
condition. It is seen here in the company of Bernhard’s mechanic and
his wife, plus a friend who had been visiting from Germany and was
then caught out by the lock-down, unable to return home.
Those not familiar with the TD
model might like to notice the
instrument layout and the gearchange lever to the right of the
steering wheel, operating
a four-speed gearbox.
Left, Bernhard himself
with the ladies. They
managed a pleasant
“charming little drive to
the countryside, along
empty roads, lots of
parking space and a
garden restaurant for us
alone, where the owner
allowed us to picnic.”

VE DAY CELEBRATIONS
VE Day’s 75th Anniversary provided opportunities
for some members to get the cars out, though it was
just outside the house, rather than driving to an event.
The bank holiday had been moved to Friday May 8th,
but for most of us it was difficult to tell the difference
between a bank holiday and any other day.

Above is Harry Beacall’s fine TD 3717 DL, with
plenty of bunting in the background.
Robin Hewat wheeled out both his Razoredge and
his Roadster, suitably decked with patriotic
emblems. This is TDC 772 DL.
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Those of you who have noted Graham
Sinagola’s passion for 1940s events will
not be surprised to see he was actively
engaged in a one-household street party,
complete with Churchillian posters and
period radio and record-player for the
entertainment. The car is TDB 5247
DL.

Both Paul Collard (TDB 3907 DL, on the left) and Jim Shotter
(TDC 1292 DL, below) are seen proudly displaying their Rally
badges for the 2020 Stay-At-Home rally.
It’s not often you get awards for
NOT attending, but these are
presented in recognition of
support for the NHS by not
risking unnecessary chances to
spread the virus, and part of the
proceeds of the sales of the
badges went to NHS funds.
VE Day was also very close to
the 67th birthday of founder
member Tom Robinson’s car,
STJ 782, TDC 2576 DL. Below
we have photographs of Tom
and Patricia at Crich on the car’s
25th birthday, and on the left, at
home, on VE
Day this year.
There are 42
years between
the pictures!
“Well
preserved.”

This picture by Bob Parsons; all others courtesy of the contributors.
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TWO LOST CARS - DO THEY STILL EXIST?
We have two past owners seeking any news of their old cars. The first results from an enquiry posted on
the Facebook ‘Triumph Renown Restoration Group’ page. Philip Inwood shared this picture of himself in
about 1985. The long hair, camel coat and scarf are absolutely typical of the period. Those are probably
corduroy trousers, too.
“My 1952 Triumph Renown
beside Wroxton Abbey wall
c1984. I rebuilt the engine on
my kitchen table!
Unfortunately, I didn’t take
photos of the progress... film
was expensive. Today, I’d
have a hundred to share!
Once I’d done the engine, I
used to fly to London (89
miles) and back doing 70+,
surprising a lot of other
motorists. It wasn’t really a
good idea... but I was 26 &
reckless!”
Having checked the registration in our Club records, I asked Philip if he had bought it from someone
called Peter Townson of Woodhall Drive in Banbury. In 1977 that person had been in TROC with this car.
The car was first registered in Berkshire in January 1952, and is a very early TDC model. It looks great in
the picture, and I asked if we might use the image in our newsletter. I also checked the DVLA database
and found the tax had not been renewed since 1984, but since it was on the DVLA database it might have
been laid-up somewhere waiting for the light of day and a brave restorer. Also possible of course, it was
scrapped, but it looks in too good condition for that.
Philip Inwood replied: “You’ve just blown my mind! Yes, I’d forgotten the name, but you brought it back
to me! If it wasn’t taxed since 1984, that’s when I must’ve sold it... to a guy who travelled from
Switzerland to buy it! I forget all details... but I sold it in London... I’d put an advertisement in a
newspaper in Turnham Green (I think) not in Banbury as I thought it would get more notice... & I guess it
did... Switzerland! Weird when you think... because this was pre-internet. These days, we can see
everything all over the world!
“Anyway, I have no recollection of the buyer’s name... he gave me a few thousand cash... I think £2,500. I
was glad to pass it on at the time as some parts of the bodywork... wheel arches, rear section w/the v heavy
boot... needed attention. I wasn’t up to it. I was restoring a C17th
cottage in the village of Wroxton near Banbury & needed the £s!
“I’m sure the guy did some restoration as he seemed well off, as they
say! It’s probably still registered in Switzerland. I certainly hope it’s
not scrapped! It was in great shape really. I don’t have many pics, but
I’ll look to see if I have others.
“Thanks so much for enlightening me... keep me posted on what you
find, please! Amazing! Sure, feel free to use the photo/details!”
The interior of the car, and Philip’s wife at that time.
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Perhaps our members in Switzerland will
know something more about this car.
Our other car was a more frequent type of
query, by email:
“I had a Triumph Renown in about 1962,
registration HAB 374. Does this car still
exist? This was with an 1800 engine and a
tubular chassis underneath, and I believe it
was registered in about 1947? I enclose a
photo.
Kind Regards, Paul Crozier.”
The car is a TD model - yes, tubular chassis,
1800 engine and a transverse leaf spring for
front suspension. HAB 374 was first registered in Worcestershire, in October or November 1948, so a
very late TD. I responded to Paul that we have no record of that registration in our Club, and the DVLA
appears to have nothing on their computer, so it's likely the car ceased to exist some time ago. However,
there are still 'barn find' cars turning up quite often - one or two a month, which always surprises me - so
anything is possible. Many, however, were scrapped in the late sixties and early seventies, when they
were just seen as old-fashioned and out of date. Those that made it into the eighties and nineties are
generally preserved when possible, or at least, not casually discarded.
It looks a very pleasant light metallic blue. That's not an original factory colour, we believe, but there are
references in the early paint options to ‘Comet Blue’ for the Razoredge Saloon. No-one so far as I am
aware has ever positively identified one. This could be a significant find!
Paul replied “Thank you for replying to my message, I am not surprised that the car was scrapped but she
had good memories for me and my wife. We went on honeymoon down to the new Forest (we live in
Selsey near Chichester) and we had several trips to Preston to see my parents. I remember one trip in the
snow down the M1 with hot water bottles round our legs to keep warm and throwing hot tea out of the
side window over the front window to try to keep the screen clean! The car never let us down, good
memories.
“Just as an up date: I drive a new Ford Mustang at the moment, and I have been a keen motorcyclist my
whole life taking part in trials riding, motorcross and enduroes and latterly doing track days on a
Fireblade, I am 78 years old. Keep safe in these difficult times! Kind Regards, Paul & Jenny Crozier.”
Paul’s idea of keeping safe as a 78-year-old is somewhat different from mine, but we applaud his life-style
(from a safe distance).
____________________________________________________________________

Competition time: Results. In April we challenged you to grab a sheet of scrap paper and see how
many words you could make from the letters of RAZOREDGE, using words of four or more letters, and
no words that would normally require a capital letter because they are proper nouns.

There are in fact 102 possible words meeting those requirements, with REGRADE and RAZORED as the
only two longest at seven letters (unless you allow the rather rude slang ‘rogered’). ‘Adze’ and ‘geode’
are ones you might have missed, whilst ‘dragee’ is a kind of confection I remember from my youth.
(Silver dragees for cake decoration have been illegal in California since 2003, on safety grounds.)
Be that as it may, we congratulate the winners, who are Andrew and Alison Stacey, from Delabole in
Cornwall. They found 58 including one of the seven-letter ones. They win a TROC umbrella. Egad!
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WHAT’S ON: RECENT AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS
A list of suggested events which might be of interest to help you plan your motoring activities.
If you know of a good event in your area, please recommend it. Emails to the Editor.

If you are out in your car – do please send us some pictures afterwards!
(It doesn’t have to be super-special. It’s always good to share Razoredges out and about.)

Are the events
which you’ll be
attending in the
coming months
mentioned here?
Sunday 19th July
No
Razoredges
present!
IF restrictions are
sufficiently lifted by
then:
Monday Bank Holiday
31st August 2020
Sunday 13th
September
12th-13th September
19th-20th September
27th

Sunday
September

We would like to provide a chance for Club Members to meet up with others,
especially in those regions which are distant from the Club’s annual Rally.
If YOU are planning on going to a classic meeting or event, please email or
write to the Editor, and we’ll give it a mention in this column. This appeal is
world-wide, like our membership.

This year the TROC Annual Rally will not take place. Plans
have been provisionally pushed back to Sunday 18th July 2021.
Gosport Vehicle Rally, at Stokes Bay, Gosport. Fine views across the Solent,
the Pebble Beach Café nearby, and a good-cause fundraiser organised by the
Rotary Club of Gosport - our member Andy Breckon is part of the organiser
team. If there is much interest from TROC members, we could make it a Club
entry and have our own marquee and stand, as well as reduced-price admission.
Please let me know if you might attend. I have copies of the application form,
which I can send to you. Further news in the August Globe.
Kent Classic Car Show at Aylesford Priory near Maidstone, ME20 7BX, 10am
- 4pm, including autojumble. Contact 01732 840 787 if you’re intending to take
your Razoredge.
The Heritage Open Days will have free admission or special events happening
at historic locations all around the country. A great day to visit somewhere in
your Razoredge, or to take part in a display or run.
The Manchester Museum of Transport is the home of the Manchester Group
of the Standard Triumph Club, and they will be having a display of various
Standards and Triumphs on this date. Members wishing to broaden their
knowledge of the range might like to consider visiting? 10am - 4.30pm.

CAN WE MAKE UP FOR LOST TIME?
Since we have lost our Club Rally for 2020, can we instead nominate some local meetings which might
still be going ahead, later in the season? On or around the Bank Holiday at the end of August, if we don’t
have a ‘second spike’ or virus infections and restrictions, it would be great to list some events all across
the country which will be our ‘proxy rally’.
It has the advantage that it will mean members in the far corners of the country, for whom the midlands
rally is too remote, will have the chance to meet up with other Razoredges. We have hopes of meetings at
Crich, Gosport, East Anglia, and the West Country - where else? Please contact me with your ideas.
Overseas, too - why not?
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ITEMS FOR SALE AND WANTED; OFFERS OF SERVICE

Advertisers are asked to keep an eye on their advertisements in subsequent issues of the Globe, and to inform the editor
when items are no longer for sale, or no longer sought. Email editor@trocltd.com .

Please Note that there is a similarly-named company, selling Roadster and other spares. To avoid
error, please use the contact phone and email details shown in this magazine.

TROC offers no guarantee of the bona fides of any advertiser. Members transacting business with any
member or non-member do so entirely at their own risk and are recommended to take all normal precautions
when doing so. You are strongly recommended to ascertain the suitability of parts or cars to your
requirements.
FOR SALE: TD 3268 first registered 11/11/48, KLD 353. Currently dismantled with the body off.
Chassis partly restored. Dry stored near Henley on Thames. Offers to Patrick White 01628 621718 or
07759 483553,

FOR SALE on the right, in the USA:
Tony Azcona in Idaho is selling this 1947
TD and hoping for around $9,000 - at
today’s exchange rates, £7,225.
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FOR SALE: We have been contacted by Belinda Manning,
who is trying to arrange the sale of this car on behalf of her
parents. Ron Wright was a TROC member for a while back in
about 2006, and the car is TNO 606, TDB 5406 DL. We have
some pictures, seen below, and I’m told the car is drivable at the
moment though it needs attention on one or two points. If
anyone is interested, please contact the Editor and we can put
you in touch. The car is located in Banstead, Surrey - between
Croydon and Leatherhead.
FOR SALE, Rear jacking points for TD and TDA models, £85;
RF95 voltage regulators, reconditioned with new parts, £75; Temperature gauge capillary tube repairs,
£85. Postage extra. Keith Gulliford, Tel: 02380 734 832. Email; keith.gulliford@talktalk.net.
FOR SALE: TDB 986, LKB 435, in generally poor condition, is
advertised for £3,000. This is an intended restoration which belongs to
ex-member Stirling Beauchamp, whose health now requires the sale.
The car is in the Tewkesbury area. Contact Stirling on 07886 297 410.
FOR SALE: one remaining white Razoredge from member George
Wyatt, of Barnsley. He has been operating a wedding car service, but is
retiring and the cars have to go. Two have sold, and one remains: a 1949
TDA in Brilliant White, GSV 949. For further details and price, please contact George on 01226 752 830.
As you would expect with wedding cars, it has been well-maintained and is generally immaculate in
appearance.
FOR SALE in USA:

WMF 220, TDB 3738 DLO. “My stepfather purchased this car from
Derbyshire in the UK in August of 2005. Since coming over, the car had been
kept in a garage at all times. The car runs well, it starts right away. The car was
driving short distances often while in my mother’s possession. Through the
information my stepfather gaining when purchasing the car, it was driving on
occasion and kept indoors as well. Moe, as the original owner named him, has
been handled with care and treated well. I have inherited the car this year and
am looking into selling it simply because I am not at a place in my life to be able to enjoy all that owning
a classic car has to offer. “ (From Tara Copeland, in 2017, when it was advertised for $16,500.)
WANTED: Tool Set – Paul Collard would like to acquire a complete and authentic set of tools as
originally supplied with the car. If you have a complete set or just some of the components available, (see
the article by Dick Mower in the October 2015 Globe for chapter and verse of what there was) – please
contact Paul on 07935 385 779 .
FOR SALE: an extensive range of spares for sale, including: original manuals. Set of doors. Grille.
Radiator. Wheels. Tyres and rims. Rear number plate box, incomplete. Heater. Door handles. Steering
wheel. Headlamps and side lights. Front interior arm-rests. Bonnet. All in various states, and other bits
and pieces. Contact: Colin Baxter, , phone number 07860 605079. Cheshire.
WANTED – the following parts for 1954 TDC: interior boot light; starting handle, rubber headlight
gasket, globe badge for bumper Contact Andy Kemp, 25 Heath Road, Alresford, Essex CO7 8DT; phone
01206 825 319.
FOR SALE TDB 2024 registered NUM 629. No MoT, some work required on bodywork. Good running
engine and £400-worth of spares and workshop manual will be included in this reluctant sale. More
details from David Jones on 07833 059 154.
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FOR SALE: TDB 1671 DL, engine 1677E, reg. ERD 681, near Reading. Owned by the same family
since new. Would make a good project for someone who would like to give the car some much-needed
attention. Open to enquiries and offers. Please contact John Sibley on 01491 628 544.
FOR SALE – the fifth-oldest known Razoredge, TD 919 DL, registration
GHP 909, first registered June 1947. This car is described as complete,
original and untouched, and has been stored dry for thirty or forty years.
Believed to have had only one owner; full documentation believed to be
available. Offers in the region of £6,000. Contact Seamus Nugent, in Newry,
Co Down, Northern Ireland: phone 0035 3876 879 053 or 02830 868 493;
email
FOR SALE: TDB 2093 DL, MAR 521, first registered 15th September
1950. Engine No V4636FJ. The vehicle has had 3 owners since new. The
last MoT expired May 14th 1983. The car has been garaged since then; the
engine was last run in 2014. Fulcrum pins and bushes for both offside and nearside are required, also rear
exhaust pipe. Other spares are available as part of the sale. Original handbook. The leatherwork and
carpets are in very good order including boot. The vehicle is sold as seen; OFFERS OVER £5,000.
Bedfordshire; telephone 01525 712 947, J E Washington.
FOR SALE: One wheel (no tyre) DRO 4½” Jx 16” SR; 1 wheel (no tyre) 4”x16”. Both have just been
powder-coated silver. 2x inner front wings for TDB. Contact Andy Kemp, 25 Heath Road, Alresford,
Essex CO7 8DT; phone 01206 825 319.
FOR SALE, TD spares, steering column and box; some front suspension parts. Contact Bob on 01959
533216 (near M25 J4).
FOR SALE: Pair of alloy door hinge pillars. Contact
sue@sdalton.plus.com

Irving Dalton on 01430 860 833 or Email

FOR SALE: A club member, Ruskin Spiers, is in Australia, but his car is not. Ruskin has emigrated, and
as a result is selling HNP 999, TDA 424 DL, which has been stored for years in the basement of a block of
flats. Ruskin explains: “We’ve had it since about 1987 and it was put into dry storage in Sussex in 1990.
It needed work / restoration then but has not changed in the last 30 years as where it lives is completely
dry and warm storage under flats. The car is in the UK but I now live in Australia and hence am going to
sell it. I have pictures taken from my last trip back. If you know of anyone who may be interested by all
means pass on my email. Thanks.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

As a reward for getting this far, let’s have a burst of that
wonderful old Dean Martin classic:
“When you’re down by the sea,
And an eel bites your knee
That’s a moray…”
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A COVENTRY LAMENT
By Dave Stansfield

All cars bright and beautiful,
All vehicles great and small;
All things weird and wonderful,
Once Coventry made them all.
The Triumphs and the Rudges,
And Frances Barnett too;
The good old Starley cycles
Are all names we once knew.
The Alvis and the Armstrong,
And the Standard Motor Co.,
The Daimler and the Riley,
They all had to go.
The aeroplanes and machine tools
We don’t see any more;
All we see, in their place Is a supermarket store.
We have eyes that saw them,
And lips that we might tell
This glorious, wondrous city
That once did all things well.
Each piece of engineering,
Each motor car that’s gone,
This city of three spires
Has scrapped them one by one.
All cars bright and beautiful,
All vehicles great and small;
Everything that’s wonderful Yet Coventry had to fall.

